
  

South Africa: LGBTI rights defender killed 

To Honorable JT Radebe, Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs 

Dear Minister 
 
I am writing with deep concern about prejudice-motivated violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people.  

I commend the Honorable Minister for the many positive steps taken by both the Department of Justice and 
Constitutional Development at domestic level and by the South African government internationally, to 
respond to gender-based violence affecting LGBTI people and for recently reiterating the South African 
government’s commitment to fight all forms of hate crimes and gender-based violence.  

I wish to draw your particular attention however to the murder on 24 April 2011 of Noxolo Nogwaza in 
KwaThema - police case number 635/04/2011. I am greatly disturbed that, two years after her death, no 
progress has been made in investigating, arresting and bringing to justice the perpetrators of Noxolo 
Nogwaza’s murder. The failure to investigate Noxolo’s murder also increases the impact, for those who 
knew her, of the terrible acts of violence and hate which led to her death. 

I am concerned that the ongoing situation of impunity demonstrated by the lack of progress in Noxolo 
Nogwaza’s case, and in many other cases, places others at risk of harassment, discrimination and hate-
motivated violence on the grounds of their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. At least 
seven LGBTI individuals in four provinces were murdered in 2012 in what appear to be hate crimes related 
to their sexual orientation or gender identity, increasing the levels of fear amongst LGBTI people in South 
Africa.  

I urge the Honorable Minister to continue with the good work already started and to hasten the 
implementation of hate crimes legislation in South Africa, including by accelerating the adoption of the 
Policy Framework on Combating Hate Crime, Hate Speech and Unfair Discrimination. This would have a 
great impact on the ability of the police to effectively investigate prejudice-motivated violence; ensuring 
adequate evidence is brought before the courts.  
 
I thank you for your attention. Yours sincerely, 
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Deutsch: Die LGBTI-Aktivisitin Noxolo Nogwaza wurde vor zwei Jahren umgebracht, doch bis heute 
hat man die Täter weder ermittelt noch verurteilt. Dieser Appell an dn Justizminister Südafrikas, die 
Ermittlungen ins Rollen zu bringen und der grassierenden homophoben und transphoben Gewalt 
Einhalt zu bieten und die Aufklärung von Hassverbrechen zu priorisieren. 

 
Dieser Brief geht an den Justiz- und Gerechtigkeitsminister: Honourable JT Radebe, Minister of Justice and 
Constitutional Affairs, Private Bag X276, Pretoria 0001, SA, Fax: +27 12 406 4680, Ministry@justice.gov.za  

 
Eine Kopie des Briefes geht an die Südafrikanische Botschaft, Alpenstrasse 29, 3006 Bern. 

 
Für weitere Informationen: Besuchen Sie doch unsere Website: www.queeramnesty.ch 


