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Sentencing of alleged gay men

On 23 February 2003 Agouza Court of Appeal, in Cairo, upheld sentences of three years’ imprisonment of 11 men in

connection with their alleged sexual orientation. The twelfth defendant, a minor at the time of arrest, was referred to a

juvenile court, and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment on appeal in April 2003.  All 12 had been sentenced to

three years’ imprisonment at first instance.

Amnesty International considers the 12 men to be prisoners of conscience and calls for their immediate and

unconditional release. They are: Sharif Hussein Ahmad Ibrahim, Muhsin Ramadan Tawfiq ‘Abd al-Mun’im, Khalid

Ramadan Mursi, Muhammad Ragab Mahmud Muhammad Kamal, Tamir Ibrahim Tahir Abadha, ‘Amr Zaghlul ‘Abd

al-‘Ati, ‘Imad Hasan Muhammad Muhammad, Muhammad Ahmad Hamuda Hamad, Ramadan ‘Awad Muhammad

al-Bandari, Ahmad Isma’il ‘Afifi Salim, Muhammad Hussein Abdullah and Ahmad Sami Muhammad Sa’id.

The men are currently serving their prison sentences in Borg al-Arab Prison, near Alexandria.

Torture or ill-treatment

Amnesty International received reports that the men were ill-treated during the initial period of detention while held at

Giza Security Directorate.

In order to determine whether the men engaged in sexual relations with other men, they were forced to undergo anal

examinations, which amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. Results of these examinations were later

used as the basis for their convictions

.

During the examination of Egypt’s report to the UN Human Rights Committee, in 2002 the Egyptian delegation stated

that in Egypt “homosexuality was not a  criminal offence in itself”.  However, ongoing trials  and imprisonment of

people  solely for their actual or perceived sexual orientation demonstrate  that charges  of “habitual debauchery”

continue to be used to criminalize consensual sexual relations between men in private.

Amnesty International is

- calling for a review of all legislation which could result in the prosecution and punishment of people solely for their

sexual orientation;

- calling for prompt, thorough and impartial investigations to be opened into the allegations of ill-treatment and for

those responsible to be brought to justice; and

- calling for an end to the practice of medical examinations to determine whether a suspect has engaged in anal sex, as

these amount to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.
Yours sincerely
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